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MEMORANDUN FOF: Dirscter of Ceatral Intelligeace

SUBJECT: Cuban Prisoner Releasc Negotiations

i+« This memsorandum is for information.

| Z. Attached is an official report from ne to you directed

‘ to the role of the Agency in the Cuban prisczer negotiations in

| Cecember and stating that that role was one of normal intelligence

\ support and no Agency funds were involved ia the acquisition or
tranaportation of maierials, transportation of the prisossrs, or
the cash settlement. Eaing an official reporxt, it is a statement
nade, of courss, under the penslities of law concerning iaise

i officinl state:ents aad, therefore, has greater validity than a

i sormal affidavit.

? 3. For your information [ will outline wvhat we did do in
connection with our intelligence support anc what this meant in
the way of Agency finaneial iovolvement.

. a. was aseignec full time 25X1
to wark with the Departrment of Jestice and se hin

! services for the major part of December were contributec.

! Other menmibers of zay staff and | spent ceuimrabk time

on the problem.

25X1 | L | ffice of Commmnications,
i eatablished most sffective comrsanications between
: Havana and [Miami and Miami and the Department of
i Justice in Weshington, activities invelved the
sxpencitare of perhaps I | He usec a safehouse 25X1
in >Mlami, | P Mr. 25X1
[ |aiso reacie arrange:nents for exsaditing 'dr.
I‘ mxcvan s 2oniry and departure at ihami.

25X1
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c. 3Hecurity officers| |coateibuted 25X1
considerable time asd ware most helnfui,

d. 3eme :lmramcl were indirectly involvee. 25X1

e. | Office of Scientific Intel- 25X
ligence, spent consideratie time helpiny to analyze tha
drug supplies at the request of the Tspart-nent of Justice.

f. fhe Agency provided transportation by maeans of the
25X1 | |debriefing tea:n,
including Agency personnsl, to debrief ir. Donovan at

Lake Placié and particularly to go into detall in the
problems of {reeing the Amerieans.

E. ¥ e rmay be ssked to pick up certain incidental
cornmunicationd charges or consultants’ feas which might
be difficult or impossible for Justice or State to process
but which woulé be fairly routine from cur seint of view.

4. [ believe all the foregoing are legiti nate activities in &
cooperative affort by the Governyaent and are consistent with the
attached statement.

5. The medical expenses for the continulng trsatment of
the returned prisoners are considerad to be a complately separate
matter end do not invelve us in the Ionovan negotistions.

ey
IaAaTHRENCE B, HCUSTON .y
‘reneral Lounsel
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Genersal Counsel
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fiomvnry 1994

AEMORANDU A FOE: irectsr of Central Intellisence

SUBJECT: Cuban Frisoner Relegae Negotiationn

i. This mermarescum is to astablish for 13 o record the role
2{ the Agency in connection with aegotiatiens whick led to the relsass
at Christmas time of the Caban nrissners.

£, A5 directed by you, I assumed respons:bility for coordine.
ting all Agency action in connectisn with the mssotiations cenducted
by My, Lonovan on bebalf of the Cuban Farsilies for Liberation of
~risoners of “ar, Inc. with Premisr Castszo is Decembar which
resulted {n the release of the Cuban srisoners. iy office maintainec
a close ilaison with the sspropriate s>ffices of the esartment of
State, the Tepurtrosnt of Justice, &nd the Daopsrimant of the Trsasury
te afford such intelligence supsdort as was asprosriate. In retura, we
ware kepi currently informed in complete detail o 211 devaiepments
ia connection with negotiations and sil stess isading vo to the reiease.

3. Apert fromn the intslligeaace support, including making
available certain siaff snecialists f3r coordination and acdvice on
technical matters, the Agency was pot a party to t:s negotistions
or other arrangements which led ts the relasss of the Cubar orisoners.
ipacifically, no Agency funds were committed directly or indirectly
or in aay way sXpended in conmection with the furmishing of the drugs,
fooud, and other supplias which have bees sed will be delivered to
Castro in accordance with Donovan's negotiaticas or la econnection
with the traasportation ¢f such supniies or the trarspertation ef the
arisoners from Cube to (he United States. o Agency funds were
cormmitted directiy ar indirectly or in any way sxpended in conaection
with the cash payment of §7, 925,000 which was de:nanded by Custro
as part of the price of the relesse. Thus, the Ageacy's reole through-

_aut this transaction was ons of renderiag ndrmal intelligenca support
" to the other interested desartciants and agencies of the Goverament.

ﬂ ’t"
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